Stewardship Faith Sharing:  September, 2011

Stewardship: The Cross - The Cost of Discipleship

Below is a stewardship faith sharing guide that can be used in a variety of contexts and settings. Feel free to adapt this material to your group’s purpose, meeting time, and size. Often membership in groups overlaps. To avoid repetition, different questions may be used with different groups; in addition, questions could be developed related to the agenda of the meeting or local situation. A different Scripture passage, consistent with the theme, could be used. A song might introduce and/or conclude the faith sharing instead of the prayers provided. It is suggested that different members of the group participate as readers of the various sections.
Focus of Session (Leader)

This month we observe the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross (9/14). The cross is a stark yet hope filled symbol for Christians. Let us begin with the sign of the cross.

“The way of discipleship is privileged beyond any other. Jesus says: “I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly” (Jn 10: 10). But discipleship is not an easy way. “If you wish to come after me,” Jesus also says, “you must deny yourself and take up your cross daily and follow me. For if you wish to save your life, you will lose it, but if you lose your life for my sake you will save it.” (Lk 9:23-24).

The Lord’s way is not a way of comfortable living or of what Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in The Cost of Discipleship, scornfully calls “cheap grace.”  This is not real grace, but an illusion. It is what happens when people approach the following of Christ as a way to pleasant experiences and feeling good. Bonhoeffer contrasts this with “costly” grace. It is costly because it calls us to follow, and grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it requires a disciple for Jesus’ sake to put aside the craving for domination, possession, and control, and grace because it confers true liberation and eternal life. It is costly, finally, because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner.”  (This is taken from Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response; Section I -The Call/The Cost of Discipleship)
Opening Prayer (All) God our Father, in obedience to you, your only Son accepted death on the cross for the salvation of humankind. We acknowledge the mystery of the cross on earth. May we receive the gift of redemption in heaven. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God or ever and ever. Amen.

Scripture (Reader) Phil 2:6-11 (2nd reading. Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, September 14)

“Brothers and sisters: Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.

Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  The Word of the Lord.

Reflection Questions (Group Discussion):  The following questions center upon the symbol of the cross. 

(It would be fitting to have a cross visible at the meeting table.)

1. What thoughts, feelings, emotions come to mind when you reflect upon the cross?

2. What are some examples where you have recently observed or personally experienced the challenge to “take up your cross daily and follow me”?

3. In the time honored devotion, the Stations of the Cross, Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry his cross. When has someone helped you carry your cross; How are we being called to carry the cross of others?

Closing Prayer  (All) 
Lord our God, in you justice and mercy meet. With unparalleled love you have saved us from death and drawn us into the circle of your life. Oen our eyes to the wonders this life sets before us, that we may serve you free from fear and address you as God our Father, We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen. 
